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FJ. $Concerning the power of Church 
ty; ? ' Diſcipline pleaded by ſome ofthe Clergy 
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ro bein them Jvre Divizo,and by the will 
and appointment of Jeſus Chriſt. 
With a three-fold diſtintion of power; Humaine Rationell and 
Divine , flowing from the Parliament , the Conſtiexces , and 


Þ the Spirit of Ged , unto whichall men are 
bound to ſubmir. 
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| &Þ Alſo an Admonition to the Parliament to promote the Reftitu. 
tion of true Religion, and Reformation of Gods 
Church, to the Abandoning of all Popiſh Remnaors, beth in 

Ceremonies and Regiment, and alſe to bring in,and 


<þ 
, > 1 | place in Gods Church, thbſe&things only wch the 
<a 


--Lordhimfelfe- Cong eth,with the plat- 
- forme of a Churtty Reformed; w! £2 
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.> Compoſed by many Learned, Religious and godly Miniſters 
- * -0 and proved our of Gods Word. 
; < And a vew of Popilh abulcs remaining in che Prelacy wich the 
F + Copics of ſome private Letters wiitten ; and ſent to ſome of chem 
=_ 3 worthy His Mzjeſtics conſideration, 
F & R,\Gualter. 
| S bye Minifters of Gods Word, 
: » | > 1 B. Fc. 2 
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A wonderfull, and horrible thing is conmmitted in the land, The Prophets pyo- 
phefie falſly, and the Prieſts beare Rule by their meanes, aud my people love to op 
have it ſo: and what will yee doe in the end thereef ? Jerem.y. 3o, 31. ; 

Yea that are neere acknowledge ny might. 


Þ 
<0 
j/s 2 The ſinners in Zionareaſraid, fearefulneſſe bath ſurprixed the Hypocrites, < 
Þ 
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Ter 
| Solid and ſerious Queries, 


| Concerning the power of 
- Chruch- diſcipline, pleaded by 
- ſomeoftheClergy'to- bein ther, 
Juvre Divine, 


=Hether thoſe Clergy , and others do nor fall into 
the ſame Error which B:#armin did, (inhis F. 
book:-and 7.Chapter, ) who hold that becauſe 
© | the Ecclefialticall , Ahg-Civill power make but 
one body in a Colngnengancalth,therefore as the 


\ 


| ſoule is nor governed bythe body , ſo are nor 
{matters of Church diſcipline to be ordE&fed by the Parliament, or 
by any lay Commiſſioners by them Authorized, bur that reſteth 
in the Clergy, Seeing that unto Princes,and Majeſtrates,is com- 
mitted the Chiefe care of Religion, and Gods worlhip and to 
watch over Ecclefiafticall Miniſters, thar they may lead a-quiet 

£2 andapeaceablelife.3 Tim. 2. 3. 
2. Qvere] Whether, becauſe Azaeriah the High Prieſt dreve 
FVzxieh the King out ofthe Temple,and cauſed him to dwell 
parr.z Chron.26.therefore is there now any Divine Right in the 
+ j' Clergyto affirme to themlelves the ſole power of fuſpention 
| fromthe Lords Supper , ſeeing that Chriſt our high Prieft 1s 
come himſelf now didrhey compell the King to go forth , Fo 
A2 y 


ef .; 


by che leeprofie that riſe up 11 * face, they ſaw it plainly ap= 
peare.to them thag.the Lord had ſmicten-him- x-Cor. 26320. and 
tor thiss. they had their particular Inftractions. Levitices 13.46 

- 3» QIers Jo Whicchen they do. well*Alledge with Ballermin, 


wharthegcronjouſly rearheth,Capc:8; Thar becauſe Frhoide de-. 


pole Arhellig 2 Kings t 1: Flieceforchitflofthe ecclefiafficall tun- 
&tior-have thelolepower of Ecclebaſtical diſciplin given ro them 
by Ged,when as, though Johoida khew that Athaliawas a wick* 
ed Tyrant, yet of himſele he would preſume no:hjng(bur decla- 
ratively by. his owne power;atg-referted all rothe Parliament, ) 
vimghe Fiiher rand Princes of the Land;"3Chton.23-vette 1.2. 
though the aRipn was in it Rlfe,, commanded by the word of 
God yet©eot tor the Pfieſts to act by their owne authority: now 
then to teacaywhat was. theminde of God therein. .. 

4. Qzere.] Whether the Otfice of - che Paſtors be pot to feed 
the Flocke of Chriſt, x Peter, 5,2, who ſoare overſers to them 
for ſpiritual! diverſion, and the Civill Magiſtrates chiefe for ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice ; notwithſtanding all that Boniface: 8. 
alledgethagainft.it, in his. decretall, extra commun, lib, I, tit,S, .. 

5. Qzere] Whether +there be a, ſword of power belonging to 
rhe Ecc:efiatticall ſunRion, as to the Civill Majeltrates, as Bone- 
face would have it.in the forelaid place, (agreeing with the arto- 
eancy of many now becauſe the Apoltles ſaid to Chrift, Lord 
behold here are two ſwords, and Chrift anſwered them it is enough, 
Like 22.38. ren as thole ryere wareriall iyords,and Peter him: 
ſelfe wes reproved for —y one of them, ver. 20. 

6: Querre) Whether thoſe whoare not ſubjeR ro thepower of 
Parliament(though of the Eccleſiaſticall ſunRion,and in Church 
diſcipline for maxter of forme only) i» re/iſting that power als not: 
refiff the Ordinance of God, Rom. 15.2. 

7 ..Qzere|.Wherher Pauls ſaying, That the ſpiritual may Jndg- 
eth” all things,. x:Cor. 2. 15, gives power to the Clergie to bee 
Judses, ſeeing that the Apoltle ſpeakes of fpirituall minds, and: 
nor of ſpirituail Miniſters. . 

8.' Oxere|] Whether thoſe Eccleſiaſticall men - that afſame to* 
themſei ves a. divine right of temporall juriſdiction tobelong to- 
them do not fer npchemſelves aboye Chriſt;and afſiume a power 
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hd 


| 5 

nor of righr (ſeeing Chriſt himſelfe tooke upon him no ſach 
ching, neither directly, nor indirectly, hee refuſed to bee a King, 
Tohn 6,.Neither.wonld he execute the office of a Judge, Lntk.12.13. 
"He payed Pole money, Matth.17. Hee tubmic to thejudgment of 
Pilate, and the Diſciple is not above his Maſter, Ek 

9. Qxere Whether the Miniſters of the Word ; and by divine 
right tobe Lords of the Church, and Judges of their Brethren, 
and mayingroſſe all power of Church difcipline into-their hatds 
without being called to accompt by the Parliament, when as the 
Apoſtle bids them, feed the flacke of Chrift, not by conlireine but 
willingly, not as Loras over the Lords inheritance, 1 Per. 5. 3. Con- 
trary to the minds of thoſe who wouid have pojyer put into 
their hands ro uſe all forſing, conſtraining, and Tyrannicall 
meanes; impriſoning, murdring, and devouring all thoſe that 
ſhall not obey them. And whether thoſe who ſeeke rhus to ty, - 
ranize ever the Saints, are not lims of Antichriſt. -. | 

10. Qzere | Whether it bee nor a Vaſlaidre to the Gentry of 
England to enſlave themſelves under thoſe who (if advanced). 
would trample upon Emperors, Kings and Princes, Pope Alex- 
ander cauſed Kirg Henry the ſecond to doe penance for Beckers 
death. [yocent the third cauſed King John to kifle the feet of the 
Biſhop of Canterbury; Atexander the third did tread upon the 
Emperor Fredericks necke. Pope Dnocens caulked the Em Peroc 
Frederick the ſecond to bee poyloned, and his ſonne Convegus to 
bee beheaded, an1in Erg/azad, before theſittinggof this Patlia« 
ment, many Nobles and Worthy Gentlemen were curbed, and 
tyrannized over by ſome baſe Clergie men of meane parantage, 
not to be endured, who can but thinke of ſerious ambition, thar. 
——_ Predericke the firft, for. ho!ding.his firrop on the wrong 
fide. 

11. Qzere)Whether the Clergy are not (without complaining] 
70 obſerve thar Church diſcipline which the Parliament doth pre=- 
ſcribe, ſo long as it is confiſtanr to the preaching of the Word of 
God, and d'{penſation of rhe Sacrament according to the rule of 
Feſus Chriſt, whereas it was the cuſtome of the Primicive Chur. 
ches ro ſubmir to the ſeculer powers. Aug «Ft. Expoſit, Onarard.. 
Propoſ. ex Epiſt, ad Roman, Epiit, Leoaienſe contra Paſchal. Aga- 
| | | then: 


- che Lawes ofGod, reaſons or peace, tobe void,and what men fo- 


6) 


| ( $25 Re 
-thoxn;” Evift. Syned.6, generall action, 4 Dif. 8. APs I. Diff. 0; 


cap. 9. Diftintl, 97, Clement..5. extrav. Commun, lib, 5, tit;7, 


cap..2, Hierom, cenſur, orient, ecclef. cap. 16. 'Agapetus th Juſtie . 
. niav, num. 63. Agapetas, num. 68, Franciſe, Titelman., defide 


and Religion. Erheop, Harm. ſe. . 11. page 374. Canſuns cone 
cord lib. 2. cap.7. Eſpenſess, digreſ. 10. init. Page 1567, | 


A three fould diftinfion of power,zonto which all 
| . men are bound to ſubmit, 
' 
' Man is fubjeFt to three powers, the firft Humane , the' ſecond 


Ratioxall and the third Divine. The firſt is the Lawes of Nations, 


the ſecoxd-is the diftates of Reaſon ,the third the word of God, In 


- England the King and Parliament is the tountaine,of the humaine 


Conſcience, the fountaine of the Rational, and Loes on ſpirit the 


fountaine of the Divine. : | 
1. The Parliament makes humaine Lawes Bur they have their 


- riſe from a Divine power,and whoſoever refifteth that power , ye- 


ffteth rhe Ordinance of God Rom. 1 3.2 
- 2» Conſcience is the minde of God broughr to mans Reaſon 


: teaching him ho to put forth himſelfe in atts of piety to God 
- and love to man, and according to his owne ations to palle ſen- 
. zence on himſelfe, This power 15 more ſpiritzxll then hamaixe, 


but a&ts in both , »» ſimplicity, and Godly ſincerity , not with fleſhly 
wiſdowe , but by the grace of God, having its.converſation in the 
world bat more abundantl towards the Saints.2 Corinth.1.1 2, 


3. Gods holy ſpirit makes divine L nes, none elſe are jure di. 


2#0. and the power thereof ends allto love joy, peace, long. ſuff-- 


- ring gentlentfſe goodneſſe faith, rehneſſe, T omperance , againſt (nch 
| there 1s uo law. Gallath,5.22.23, And all ſtatutes, and Acts of 


Parliament, all diſcipline and worthip ought re ſubmic to this 


Rule. All power which doth fo or beyond the Law of God is a 
- Ulurparion. 


The Parliament have declared every Law,Ordinance, Privi- 
ledge, Cnſtome,or Prerogatirze which doth exalc it ſelfe above 


ever 


7 

ever they be that ill dare to preſume a higher prerogative of * 

power tothemſelves, are led by the ſpirit of pride, and Ante- 

chriſt,and again all ſach the Parliament may exerciſe their -  =-* 
power,becaule they will not fubmic to the powers that be ordai - 

| nedofGod.Rem.1nz;.r, | 
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